Biological significance:
Leopands are most easily recognized
by their rosetre-patterned coas and
extremely long tails. Sometimes
confused with South Americals jaguar,
leapards are less stocky and their
roserre mitkings are generally smaller
and have no internal spots. There are
subspecies of leopard still surviving in
many parts of Africa, the Middle
East, and Asia, where, for instance,
the snow leapard can be found high
in the Himalayas.

Africa's leopards are the most
secretive, elusive, and shrewidess of
the continent’s large camivores,
Pound for potnd, a leopard ix the
stranpese climber of the large cats and
in capable of killing prey larger than
iselll Sranding abour 28 inches at
the shoulder, a leopard weighs about
140 posinds, T coar of fur comes in
i wide vardery of colors, from a light
awny in dryer areas 1o darker shades
in deep forests,

Lenpards prefer dense bush in rocky
strroundings and forested areas near
rivers, bt they can adapt to many
places in both warm and eold
climates, Their adapeability, in fact,
has helped them sarvive the loss of
habita that continues to pecur with
expanding human settlement,
Leopards are peimarily nocturnal,
usually resting during the daytime in
trees or thick bush,

When a leapard like Loli stalles prey,
she keeps a low profile and slinks
through the grass or busl uniil she s
close enouph o pounce, When nor
hluuin?, she ean move though herds
ol antelopes without unduly
disiirhing them by flipping ler il
aver her back o reveal the white
undersicde, a sign thae elie is not

secking prey.

Leopards are basically solicary and o
out of their way o avold one another,
Each animal has a home range that

overlaps with its nelghbors but they
annoince their presence o other
leopards with a rasping or sowing,
cough. Leopards alio mark theie
ranges with uring and leave claw
marks on trees to warn other leopards:
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A leopard's litrer includes two or
three cubs, whose coats appear smoky
gray until the hallmark rosettes
become dlearly delineared. The female
ahandons her nomadic windering
until her cubs are large enough o
accompany her, Uneil then, ke Loli
she keeps them hidden, bringing
mieat to thein, and suckling them for
three or more manths,

Far maré Information, go 1o
www.awf.org
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